SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 8 AUGUST 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............455 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin can be down- 
loaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the MailChimp 
bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

THE SECOND LEG OF THE SARL YL SPRINT TOMORROW 

GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL PERSEID METEOR SHOWER 

and 

THE USE OF SINGLE SIDEBAND (SSB) ON THE 30 METRE BAND 
Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
We begin this bulletin with the news of four Silent Keys: 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Tjaart van der Walt, 
ZS6KW went silent on Saturday 17 July 2021. 


It is with sadness that we announce that the key of Mannie Petersen, ZRIAE 
went silent on Monday 26 July. He was a regular supporter of the sports and rally 
communication group and previously served on the CTARC committee. We 
extend our condolences to his daughter, son and grandson, family and friends. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Hennie Theron, ZS6JHT 
went silent on Wednesday 28 July 2021. Hennie recently passed the RAE and 
was waiting to get involved on HF radio. He will be sorely missed by the 
members of the VTB club. We extend our sincere condolences to his wife 
Patrisia (Pat), children, family and friends. 


It is with deep regret that we announce that the key of Len Jansen, ZS6JA, 
went silent on Tuesday 3 August 2021. Len was a member of Magalies Amateur 
Radio Club. Despite his age of 82, he was still active as an expert in the 
field of Forensic Recording Analysis and Authentication. We extend our sincere 
condolences to his wife Dalene, their three sons, family and friends. 


PAUSE 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


THE SECOND LEG OF THE SARL YL SPRINT TOMORROW 


The second leg of the YL Sprint is a fun activity to celebrate National Women’s 
Day and for amateurs to work as many YL stations as possible - YLs work 
everybody and OMs ONLY work YLs. This CW and phone Sprint runs from 
12:00 to 13:00 UTC (14:00 to 15:00 CAT) on Monday 9 August, which is National 
Women’s Day. The exchange is a RS(T) report and YL or OM and the QSY 
rules for Sprints apply! Submit your Cabrillo or ADIF file with a summary 
sheet or use the MS Excel log sheet by 23:59 CAT on Saturday 14 August 2021 
by e-mail to zs8vdk@webmail.co.za. Get all the rules on page 70 of the 2021 
Blue Book. 


PLEASE USE THE NEWS INBOX 


Members are reminded to please make use of the News Inbox to submit items 
of interest for SARL News as well as notification of silent keys. Please DO 
NOT make use of WhatsApp and other social media to submit items for SARL 
News. When using the News Inbox, the SARL Office at the NARC and the 
members of the news team receive the item. The News Inbox can be found at 
www.sarl.org.za/NewsInbox.asp. 


GET READY FOR THE ANNUAL PERSEID METEOR SHOWER! 


The average person looks for messages written in the stars, but when you are 
an amateur with next-level radio skills, you bounce radio signals off meteors 
to get your message from point A to B. Sounds completely zany, but it is a 
very real amateur radio skill and one that novices and mentors (Elmers) can 
both enjoy from 11 to 13 August during the 14th annual MMMonVHF/DUBUS 
144 MHz Meteor Scatter Sprint Contest. The contest will take place around 
the maximum of the Perseid meteor shower (that began on 14 July) that is 
predicted to occur between the hours of 19:00 and 22:00 UTC on 12 August - 
and as expected, it is going to be a spectacular show. 


While most meteor showers produce only a smattering of shooting stars that 
are visible to the human eye, the Perseid shower delivers an outstanding per- 
formance with 60 - 150 meteors burning up the night sky in most years. The 
meteor display is fittingly named after the constellation Perseus, from which the 
meteors appear to radiate. The shower occurs annually when the Earth passes 
through the trail of cosmic debris left by 109P /Swift-Tuttle - a comet that will 
not reappear to the inner solar system until 2125. Viewing this year will be 
ideal with a dim waxing crescent moon that is expected to set early to pave the 
way for meteor flashes and larger, brighter meteor explosions (called fireballs) 
that linger a little longer in the sky. 


Amazing in and of itself, a meteor shower of this magnitude could only be 
made better by throwing in a little amateur radio fun. So how do you bounce 
signals off craggy solar system rocks? When meteors from outer space enter the 
Earth’s atmosphere, a temporary ionized trail of debris is left across the sky. 
Radio signals can bounce off these small ionized trails in much the same way 


that radio signals bounce off the larger ionosphere around Earth. This is called 
meteor scatter propagation. Amateurs use it to signal between different amateur 
radio stations or to listen and record radio pings from passing meteors. Take 
some time to look at the stars this August and learn a new aspect of amateur 
radio that is sure to get just as many ”oohs” and ”aahs” as the shooting stars 
you'll see flitting across the night sky in all their flaming glory. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE USE OF SINGLE SIDEBAND (SSB) ON THE 30 METRE BAND 


When the 30 metre band (10 100 to 10 150 kHz) was allocated to the Amateur 
Radio Service on a secondary basis at WARC 1979, the IARU resolved that no 
phone modes be allowed on that band with the exception that SSB may only 
be used during emergencies involving the immediate safety of life and property 
and only by stations actually in the handling of emergency traffic. Thus, only 
Continuous Wave (CW) and digital modes are allowed for normal use. 


At the IARU Region 1 General Conference in Tel Aviv in 1996, the SARL Team 
managed to have the following footnote added to the IARU HF bandplan: 


The band segment 10 120 kHz to 10 140 kHz may be used for SSB transmissions 
in the area of Africa south of the equator during local daylight hours. News 
bulletins on any mode should not be transmitted on the 10 MHz band. 


According to IARU convention, Upper Sideband (USB) is used on band above 
10 MHz (as well as 60 m or 5 MHz) - thus USB is used on 30 meters. 


CONTEST NEWS 


The second leg of the SARL Youth Sprint is a fun activity to celebrate Inter- 
national Youth Day (12 August each year) and for amateurs to work as many 
young radio amateurs as possible. Youngsters work everybody and those above 
26 years of age ONLY work Youngsters! The CW and phone Sprint runs from 
12:00 to 13:00 UTC (14:00 to 15:00 CAT) on Saturday 14 August 2021. The 
exchange is a RS(T) report and the operator’s age. Logs in ADIF or Cabrillo 
with a summary sheet or MS Excel spreadsheet must be submitted by 23:59 
CAT on Thursday 19 August 2021 by e-mail to zs3vdk@webmail.co.za. The 
rules can be found on page 69 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


The aim of the HF Digital Contest is for participants to contact as many radio 
amateurs in Southern Africa as possible on 20, 40 and 80 metres. The HF 
Digital contest runs from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC (16:00 to 19:00 CAT) on Sunday 
15 August 2021. The exchange is an RSQ report and a consecutive serial number 
starting at 001. Get all the rules on page 86 of the 2021 Blue Book. 


Sixteen logs and one check log were received for the 2021 All Africa DX Contest. 
Each log file had to be scored by hand as no suitable software is available to do 
the scoring. Although the rules clearly state that CW, RTTY and SSB are the 
modes to use, one log was received with ft8 contacts! 


1st Werner Muller, V51JP - 1 551 points 

2nd Wynand Wolmarans, V51WW - 1 323 points 

3rd Schalk van Vuuren, ZS1LL - 207 points. 

The full results were published in HF Happenings 958. 
CAPE TOWN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB AGM 


The Cape Town ARC held its 75** AGM on 24 July via online conferencing, 
this was a combined 2020 and 2021 AGM because of the pandemic restriction. 
The chairman announced that 45 new members had joined in the past two years. 
The committee for the forthcoming year is: 


Chairman: Rob Bareham, ZS1SA 

Vice Chairman: Paul Johnson, ZS15 

Secretary and Treasurer: Anne Bareham 

Event reporter: Tony Kahn, ZS1TK 

Meeting Logistics: Paul Kennedy, ZS1PXK 

Asset Manager: Peter Cloete, ZS1PC 

Clubhouse, Lighthouses and Morning Star: John Ward, ZS1EQ 
Youth, RAE, Field Day, QSLs: Chris Gozzard, ZS1CDG 


Members: Dirk Lotz, ZS1X; James Venmore, ZSIRBT and James Dudgeon, 
ZS1ZKZ 


PRETORIA AMATEUR RADIO CLUB FLEA MARKET AND BOOT SALE 


The next Pretoria Amateur Radio Club flea market and boot sale will be held 
from 10:00 on Saturday 28 August 2021 at the usual venue at the Pretoria Old 
Motor Club in Keuning Street, Silverton. The gates will open for sellers at 09:00 
and the Covid regulations will apply. For more information or to book a table or 
a stand for your vehicle, contact Almero du Pisani, ZS6LDP on 083 938 8955 or 
send an e-mail to almero.dupisani@up.ac.za. Should Covid regulations change 
before the flea market date, any changes will be announced on the ZS6PTA 
swop shop page. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently two sunspot regions with simple magnetic config- 
urations visible and no flaring activity is expected. If you want to do your own 
frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the week will 
be around four. The 17 to 30 m bands will during the late afternoons provide 
some DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za for further 
information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


Tomorrow — National Woman’s Day and the SARL YL Sprint 


11 to 13 August — the 14th annual MMMonVHF/DUBUS 144 MHz Meteor 
Scatter Sprint Contest 


12 and 13 August — the Perseids Meteor Shower 

12 August — International Youth Day 

14 August — the SARL Youth Sprint 

14 and 15 August — the WAE CW Contest 

15 August — the SARL HF Digital Contest 

21 and 22 August — the International Lighthouse and Lightship Weekend 

28 August — the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint and the CTARC virtual meeting 


28 and 29 August — the 41%* Australian Ladies Amateur Radio Association 
Contest 


29 August — the SARL HF CW Contest 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The second leg of the YL Sprint is a fun activity to celebrate National Women’s 
Day and for amateurs to work as many YL stations as possible - YLs work 
everybody and OMs ONLY work YLs. This CW and phone Sprint runs from 
12:00 to 13:00 UTC (14:00 to 15:00 CAT) on Monday 9 August. The exchange 
is a RS(T) report and YL or OM and the QSY rules for Sprints apply! 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Andy Cairns ZS6ADY, edited 
by Paul Johnson ZS1S and read by .............. 


From the News team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


